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HUNDREDS JOIN FOR A NIGHT OF EXCELLENCE
Keep Oklahoma Beautiful Awards Statewide Environmental Efforts

Keep Oklahoma Beautiful (KOB) held its 24th Annual Environmental Excellence Awards Celebration on Thursday, November 20, 2014 at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.  

During the event, KOB honored finalists and announced winners of the Environmental Excellence Competition. With more than 500 guests in attendance, this awards celebration and fundraiser was an unforgettable evening. 

Awards were presented in several categories, some chosen by a panel of judges and some chosen by voting online.  Five distinguished Board of Director awards were given recognizing major environmental efforts over the last year by individuals, communities, and corporations.  

The prestigious Lifetime Achievement award was given to Ben Pollard.  KOB’s Board recognized Pollard’s efforts for his career at the Oklahoma Conservation Commission. Ben worked on a number of initiatives to advance conservation in the state including the development of a state funded conservation cost share program for landowners to install conservation practices.

Another board commendation was awarded to Covanta and the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics. Covanta is a nationally recognized ‘energy-from-waste’ (EFW) company that provides sustainable waste and energy solutions through its Prescription for Safety program (Rx4Safety). Covanta is working with the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics to safely and environmentally dispose of unused, unwanted, and illegal drugs and prescriptions to be turned into a renewable energy source. 

KOB Board of Directors awarded Covanta and the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics with the Towering Spirit award. This award is given to a person, program, business or organization that upholds KOB’s mission in a unique way, garnering public acclaim and that has gained far-reaching impact. 

KOB’s Projects Coordinator, Megan Moran expanded on Covanta and Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) and other award winners.

“I am grateful for partnerships such as Covanta and OBN that are working together to fundamentally change the method of disposing prescription medication and uniquely reusing it as an energy resource,” said Moran. “It is encouraging to see all the good works being done across Oklahoma. These individuals truly keep Oklahoma’s beauty running deep.”

KOB recognizes that volunteers are not paid -- not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless. Allen Parleir meets this definition. Parleir has spent several years volunteering with Closer to Earth to train at-risk youth various skills such as, organic gardening, leadership and life skills. Parlier gives the youth a safe haven and gives them an alternative to crime or gang activity. KOB Board of Directors honored Allen Parleir with the Champion Volunteer award.

The Vanguard Award was presented to Terry Craghead with Fertile Ground. Fertile Ground is a compost service that provides residential composting and zero-waste event solutions to customers in the Oklahoma City area. Fertile Ground wishes to provide educational information about an often misunderstood biological process that dates back to earth’s first plants. 

Award finalists in several additional categories were also recognized that special evening. Ranging in area of concentration and different classifications, KOB honored the work of numerous groups and individuals. From elementary aged children, to tribal government programs, this awards banquet truly was a celebration of excellence happening all over the state in every capacity. 

To see if you know an award winner, please follow this link:

http://www.keepoklahomabeautiful.com/2014-environmental-excellence-winners-announced 

As KOB’s single fundraising event, funds raised will go to bettering the wide range of programs KOB provides to help enhance the natural beauty of Oklahoma. 

Keep Oklahoma Beautiful’s mission is to empower Oklahoma citizens to preserve and enhance the state's natural beauty and ensure a healthy, sustainable environment. 

For more information regarding the awards celebration please visit www.keepoklahomabeautiful.com
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