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[bookmark: _GoBack]The City of Shawnee, in partnership with Central Disposal, LLC is proud to announce the kickoff of our Curbside Recycling Program.  In our continued efforts toward becoming a world class community, The City of Shawnee has established a curbside recycling program to serve the needs and desire of our citizenry.  For several years The City and Central Disposal have operated a drop-off recycling center in the Homeland Grocery Market parking lot.  Homeland was generous enough to offer a large portion of their parking lot north of Independence St., to house the enormous recycle bins.  Central Disposal staffed the center and maintained the facility.  The recycling drop off center has been successful.  What we intend to do now, is make recycling even more convenient, by taking the program to the citizens; instead of the citizens coming to us.  
Shawnee recognizes that becoming a “greener” community will enable us to leave a strong legacy for future generations to come.  Our intent is to reduce the amount of waste being sent to the landfill with an 80 % program participation goal.  This reduction will lead to a more stable cost for future solid waste removal needs in our community, a smaller carbon footprint, economic development through job creation, and a viable environmental outlook for many generations to come.  In order to track progress, participation and tonnage will be recorded initially and at regular intervals throughout the year.	Comment by Mark Flores: I think we need to shoot for high numbers.  If we only get a fraction of what we aim for… so be it.  I would rather shoot for 80% and get 60, than shoot for 50% and get 40.
Let’s face it, landfill space is becoming more and more expensive.  As communities grow, so do their solid waste disposal requirements.   Landfills are increasingly difficult to have built and get permitted.  It’s time we “all” share in the responsibility for preservation of our environmental resources.  That includes landfill space.
Recycling helps local organizations prosper.  Local organizations such as Faith 7 Activities Center also share in the benefits of recycling.  How does Central Disposal's donation of recycling materials benefit Faith 7?   The recycling materials provide work for over 40 people with disabilities.  Faith 7 provides paid employment and training to these individuals in a real work setting.  Once the products are processed, the materials are sold, which provides a steady revenue stream for the facility.  By providing recycling services to the community, Faith 7 helps to divert materials from landfills and creates jobs. 

Shawnee is proud to be introducing our campaign on March 3rd, 2014.  Initially our program will consist of the implementation and use of 18 gal. poly-bins, recycling, plastic (1’s and 2’s), paper, and metals (aluminum and tin).  Items will be sorted at the curb on the resident’s normal trash day., then taken to Central Disposal’s transfer station before final disposition.  In addition to the convenience of curbside recycling, Central Disposal will accept glass and cardboard at their transfer station located at 700 E 45th Street from 8am-4pm, Mon-Fri.    	Comment by Mark Flores: I plan on giving Central the opportunity to review.   ( OK )	Comment by Mark Flores: Todd has approved this text

This program and its benefits are available to City of Shawnee residents
 through a partnership of The City of Shawnee and Central Disposal LLC.
For more information contact Central Disposal at 405-275-0900.5854
Or
The City of Shawnee, Customer Service at 405-878-09001560.
